Vocabulary for The Presocratics
Minoan civilization – the nature-sensitive and goddess-worshipping civilization centered on the island of Crete; its best-known archeological site is at Knossos. Its high point occurred from about 2000 BCE to 1550 BCE.

Mycenaean – a warfare-centered male-dominated, hierarchical civilization that flourished in the region of Greece, Crete, and the Aegean from about 1550 to 1100. The Greeks of the classical era received stories about heroes, like Agamemnon, who insofar as they were real, lived in the Mycenaean Age. (Homer describes Agamemnon as king of Mycenae

Dark Age – historians’ term used to cover the period after the disappearance of the Mycenaean strongholds ca 1100 -800 BCE.

Transitional Period 800-600 BCE.  Many of the features of classical Greece discussed in chapter 1 emerge in this period.

The Sixth Century, 600-500 BCE. Considerable progress in the arts and literature, borrowing from more advanced cultures to the East and South. The Milesian philosophers, Pythagoras and perhaps Heraclitus belong to this period.

Classical Greece – roughly 500 to 320 BCE  (Aristotle dies in 322 BCE). Philosophers after Heraclitus flourished in this period. They include the later Presocratics, the Sophists, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle.

Hellenistic Greece – roughly 320 BCE to the Roman conquest in the first century BCE. The Epicurean, Stoic, and Skeptic schools developed and flourished in this period.

Ionia – the part of the coast of Asia Minor (Asian Turkey, today) between Lesbos and Miletus that produced most of the earliest Greek philosophers in the period 600-400 BCE

theogony – how the gods and goddesses come into existence; or the family tree of the gods and goddesses; Theogony is Hesiod’s famous poetic account of that family tree

theology – an account of the gods or what is divine; later it becomes a rational inquiry into the nature of the gods or God or the divine and their/its relationships with less-than-divine beings

world-order (translation of kosmos), often with the adjective “observable.” The empirically observable system of material or natural beings, sometimes conceived as having a shell-like boundary. The Milesians may have thought there were many kosmoi, not just the one we are aware of.

cosmogony – an account of the process by which observable world-orders come to be; a part of cosmology

cosmology – an account of the process by which observable orders come to be and the lawlike manner in which they are regulated; may include an account of their ultimate material constituents

the Unbounded (translation of to apeiron), sometimes rendered somewhat misleadingly as the Infinite.  - The ultimate causal principle for the Milesians, most clearly evident in Anaximander’s cosmology, but likely implicit in Thales’ and Anaximenes’.  It is not only without date of origin or cessation and without spatial limit, it is also inexhaustible in creativity and is the source of all the qualities that we experience, such as the hot, the cold, the wet, the dry, the dense and the rare. It is the source of the lawlikeness we observe in nature.
